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SUBJECT: ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN REFUGEES IN LEBANON 
REFS: (A) GENEVA 366; (B) GENEVA 140 

1 . DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON MAKE THE PROBLEM OF PROTECTION 
OF UN MANDATED ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN REFUGEES LOCATED 
AROUND BEIRUT EVEN MORE URGENT THAN UNDER NORMAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

2. WHILE TRAVEL OUT OF BEIRUT IS AT PRESENT IMPOSSIBLE, 

THERE IS HOPE THAT CURRENT MEDIATION EFFORTS MAY BRING 
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PERIOD OF CALM IN WHICH TRAVEL WILL BECOME POSSIBLE. TO 
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PREPARE FOR THAT OPPORTUNITY, MISSION SHOULD SEE UNHCR AT 
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO REQUEST THE UNHCR ARRANGE TO GET 
UN MANDATED ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN REFUGEES NOW IN LEBANON 
TO APPROPRIATE SAFEHAVEN. THIS WOULD INCLUDE THOSE IN- 
TENDING TO COME TO THE U.S. AS WELL AS REFUGEES GOING TO 
OTHER COUNTRIES OF SETTLEMENT. FIRST STEP WILL BE FOR 
UNHCR TO ARRANGE SAFEHAVEN. 

3. UNHCR WILL ALSO BE CONCERNED WITH WAYS TO FUND THE 
MOVEMENT, INCLUDING USE OF UNHCR EMERGENCY FUNDS, PENDING 
APPEAL TO GOVERNMENTS. ROLE OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 

INVOLVED, ESPECIALLY THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 

SHOULD ALSO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. FYI WE UNDERSTAND WCC 
HAS OFFERED TO PAY TRANSPORTATION COSTS. 

4. COST OF CARE AND MAINTENANCE IN COUNTRY OF SAFEHAVEN 
LIKELY TO BE DIFFICULT POINT. AS MISSION AWARE, WITH 
CHANGED SYSTEM FOR EMERGENCY FUNDS ESTABLISHED UNDER NEW 
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION AND LACK OF APPROPRIATIONS OR 
AUTHORITY UNDER CONTINUING RESOLUTION USG IN NO POSITION 
TO RESPOND NOW TO UNHCR APPEALS. WE ARE PREPARED ONCE 
APPROPRIATIONS ARE AVAILABLE TO RECOMMEND PRESIDENTIAL 
DETERMINATION FOR THIS PURPOSE UNDER NEW SYSTEM DECREED 
BY CONGRESS BUT CANNOT COMMIT OURSELVES FIRMLY AT THIS 
TIME. APPROPRIATIONS UNLIKELY BEFORE MARCH OR APRIL AT 
EARLIEST. SUGGEST MEANWHILE THAT UNHCR CONSIDER USING 
OWN EMERGENCY FUNDS SUBJECT TO SUBSEQUENT POSSIBLE 
REPLENISHMENT BY SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF GOVERNMENTS. SISCO 
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